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AFJ takes office Community honors

By Jessica Griggs
Staff Writer
On the evening of April 12,
the new student government met
in the Conaton Board Room as
Andrew Redd, Fare Olagbaju and
Josh DeVincenzo (AFJ) were officially sworn in as student government president, legislative
vice president and administrative
vice president, respectively.
The members of AFJ each
received gavels after they recited their oaths and then delivered short speeches of thanks
and motivation for their coming
term, which runs from April 12
to Dec. 31.
Their speeches presented a
common theme that will fuel the
agenda for the new student government’s term: community.
“Our biggest goal is to make
Xavier University the forefront
of promoting individual growth
and community-building centered on the concept of inclusion,” newly-elected President
Andrew Redd said about what
AFJ aims to achieve during their
term as executives.
DeVincenzo detailed his “lowest week at Xavier” in his speech
during which he was uplifted by
the smiles and sympathies of
friends and acquaintances on
campus after the loss of one of
his childhood friends.

Olagbaju echoed similar sentiments after acknowledging the
emergence of his native Nigerian
accent that was caused by nerves
and drawing chuckles from the
audience. He expressed his desire to be both a great and effective vice president to the student
body and teammate to the other
two members of AFJ.
Finally, Redd was sworn in and
delivered a speech thanking the
previous leaders of the Student
Government Association (SGA)
for being exceptional role models and for helping the incoming leaders adjust to their new
positions.
He proceeded to elaborate
on the previous speeches, articulating the community aspect of
Xavier and the need to continue to construct an all-inclusive
atmosphere.
AFJ also promised to increase involvement with university offices like the Dorothy Day
Center for Faith and Justice and
the Mulitcultural, Gender, and
Women’s Center.
“That’s what we ran on,” Redd
said. “That’s the legacy we want
to build.”
The trio will serve a shortened
term as the SGA election cycle
transitions to being based on the
calendar (rather than the academic) year.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Josh DeVincenzo, Andrew Redd and Fare Olagbaju took office on April 12.
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Lauren Hill
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Lauren Hill (above), 19, raised about $1.5 million for cancer research through The Cure Starts Now Foundation
before she died on April 10. She played basketball for Mt. St. Joseph University, playing in the team’s home
opener in November at Cintas Center. A memorial service was held for Hill on April 13, also at Cintas Center.

Xavier recognizes
student research

By Jess Larkin
Copy Editor
More than 120 students and
around 25 faculty members participated in various independent
research projects that were presented in the Celebration of
Student Research. The event
played host to more than 80
posters and 15 oral presentations
showcasing student research over
the course of the summer and
academic year.
The presentations were given on April 10 as a way for students to display their year of
research and hard work to the
Xavier community and celebrate
their academic successes. Junior
and senior students were eligible
to present their research at the
event.
The presentations and research were drawn from a number of disciplines including
art, athletic training, biology,
chemistry, classics, mathematics
and computer science, modern

Campus News

only use skills learned in lectures
and labs, but also gives students
the opportunity to learn how to
plan and follow through on project, to handle the challenges, celebrate the successes and present
the results.”
The celebration recognized
the work of Xavier students and
faculty who strive for academic
excellence.
“Undergraduate
research
is something to be proud of,”
Totten said. “It requires a lot of
time and effort, so it is great to
not only share that with other
students, but to be able to celebrate this experience and the
results of research with them
as well. Undergraduate research
would definitely not be possible
without the support of the entire
Xavier community.”
Information about research
that was presented at the celebration can be found at http://www.
xavier.edu/cas/documents/
AbstractBooklet2015.pdf.

A&E
The Xavier Department of Music
and Theatre debuts “Spring
Awakening” on April 16. Staff
Writer Zenab Saeed has more.

A Grand Jury indicted policeman
Michael Slager in the shooting
death of Walter Scott (right), an
unarmed 50-year-old black man.
page 5

languages, music, philosophy,
Philosophy, Politics & the Public
(PPP), physics, political science,
psychology and social work.
The celebration began with a
keynote address from Vanderbilt
chemistry professor and 1992
Xavier graduate, Jeff Johnston.
The Undergraduate Research
Mentor of the Year Award was
presented to psychology professor Dr. Christian End. This is
the first year the Undergraduate
Research Mentor of the Year
Award was presented. The award
recognizes a faculty member that
assists students with research and
actively promotes and endorses the undergraduate research
initiative.
Senior
chemistry
major
Lindsey Totten presented her
research on green analytical
chemistry.
“Working on this project has
been a great experience,” Totten
said in an email. “Undergraduate
research allows students to not

Photo courtesy of abcnews.go.com
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Golden Rule Week continues with additional events Print management campaign

BY SARRIS BALCERZAK

ing free hugs in Fountain Square. a basket “filled with Interfaith tStaff Writer
Anyone who wishes to partici- shirts and swag.” Proceeds benefit
The Center for Interfaith pate will enjoy warm embraces Greater Cincinnati’s largest homeCommunity Engagement is host- and a free t-shirt. Students are less shelter, Drop Inn Center.
ing Golden Rule Week, which be- free to volunteer for half an
Immediately following Charity
gan on April 13 and will conclude hour or stay for the entire event. Fest, the documentary “Slavery By
on April 17 with Hug Day. “Do Interfaith covers MetroPlus Another Name” will be playing in
unto others, as you would have bus fair for students to get to Kennedy Auditorium. Interfaith,
them do unto you,” is a concept Fountain Square.
along with the Harriet Beecher
“Having this friendly touch, Stowe House and the history deechoed by 10 faith traditions. Signs
are dispersed around campus to just somebody simply touch- partment, are sponsoring the disremind and inform
cussion of the
students about the
documentary led by
Golden Rule.
S. Paul O’Hara, as“It is important
sistant professor of
for us, as a part
history at Xavier.
of a global comAlso, the Last
munity, to underShaabat
Dinner
stand that compaswill take place on
sion and love are
April 24 in order
common in every
to celebrate Jewish
faith,” Interfaith’s
traditions.
Program Assistant
“We will be honStephanie Renny
ored to help heal
Newswire photo by Raymond Humienny
said in an e-mail.
Syrian refugees, supBaha’i Faith is just one of many religions featured within Golden Rule Week.
The
annual
port Cincinnatians
Golden Rule week started in ing our arm and holding it, affected by homelessness, promote
2009 with yard signs that repre- buffers the physiological con- justice, and hug strangers,” Renny
sented 10 faith traditions, show- sequences of this stressful re- said. “For me, Hug Day is most reping the universality of different sponse…(touch) also increases resentative of what we are about.
faith-based maxims. New to release of oxytocin…which The day is filled with joy as we celGolden Rule Week this year is a basically promotes feelings of ebrate and literally embrace people
devotion, trust and bonding,” from all walks of life. Hugs are
series of educational programs.
From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Matt Hertenstein, an experi- universal. This year’s shirts will say,
April 15, Six Hours for Syria will mental psychologist at DePaul ‘Happiness is an unexpected Hug: a
raise money for Doctors with- University, told NPR.
Hug means love in every language.’”
As a follow-up to Golden Rule
out Borders in Syria via open
Anyone is welcome and enmic performances of every kind. week, Interfaith will be sponsor- couraged to participate. Students
Interfaith will partner with the ing two additional events on April can sign up to be a part of the hug
Muslim Student Association as 19. Charity Fest will be taking team by visiting GSC 340. Contact
place on the Xavier Yard from Stephanie Renny at rennys@xavico-sponsors of the event.
Between noon and 3 p.m. on 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. There will be er.edu or call (513) 745-3569 for
April 17, volunteers will be giv- food, games and raffles, including more information.

- Paid Advertisement -

advises students to cut back

BY JESS LARKIN

Copy Editor
In Fall 2014, the Newswire reported an on-campus sustainability effort known as the “Cut Back,
Don’t Cut Down” campaign that
encouraged students to print fewer pages. The print management
campaign aimed at reducing the
carbon footprint of Xavier students by encouraging more mindful printing and less wastefulness.
The print management team
estimated that, last year alone,
Xavier students printed more
than four million pages. This large
number led to the estimate that
525 trees were cut down to fulfill
that demand.
Students were individually
emailed with information regarding their own printing habits during the Fall 2014 semester. The
team specifically targeted majors
with a high volume of printed
materials, namely occupational
therapy (OT).
OT students printed an average of 1,000 sheets per student.
OT and other majors guilty of
frequently printing were encouraged to digitize their curriculum
to reduce the amount their students print.
“Printing was a good way to
raise awareness about environmental issues because most students
print paper for the various classes
they are taking, thus showing that
we are all a little bit responsible for

the actions we take in regards to the
environment,” print management
team member Taylor Roberts said.
“This is an important campaign to
continue because it makes students
more aware of their environmental
footprint.”
The goal for the team was to
reduce the number of pages printed by five to 10 percent by Earth
Day in 2015. Data was collected
from the spring of 2014 and
compared to the spring of 2015.
Overall, printing was reduced by
93,170 pages (more than 18 boxes
of paper), which equates to nearly
10 pages per student.
“Sustainability initiatives are
happening in different areas
all around campus,” Maggie
Rodriguez, another team member, said. “Being conscious of
our paper consumption and
subsequent waste is not only
about saving money. As a Jesuit
university, our community is
concerned with how we care
for the world around us. Cutting
back on printing positively impacts the environment.”
Due to the success of the
campaign, the print management team will partner with
Sustainability Club for the 45th
annual Earth Day event. The
Team will be in the CLC on April
22 to showcase the success of the
printing campaign. Donuts and
coffee will be provided to students and faculty.
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New addition to the Multigender,
Gender, and Women’s Center staff
BY JUSTIN WORTHING

and faith,” Smith said in an e-mail. and they will co-sponsor proStaff Writer
“The hiring of this position, in gramming with groups like
Xavier’s Multicultural, Gender, conjunction with the rest of the X-Men, LEAD and GOAL. In
and Women’s Center (MGWC) center’s staff, signifies an institu- the future O’Neil may also orgarecently hired Kelsey O’Neil, re- tional commitment to intellectu- nize an intersectional women’s
cent graduate of Southern New ally develop a student body that is support group.
Hampshire University’s
According to Smith,
graduate school, as their
O’Neil prefers gendernew Assistant Director.
neutral pronouns, such as
O’Neil graduated in June
“they” and “them” instead
with a Masters of Science
of “she” and “her,” or “he”
(MS) in Organizational
and “him.” Other examLeadership and began
ples of gender-neutral proworking at Xavier last
nouns are ze, hir and hirs.
month.
In their free time, O’Neil
While at Southern
enjoys cooking and playing
New
Hampshire
with their dog Taj Mahal, a
University, O’Neil worked
mastiff/lab mix.
as the LGBTQ Graduate
Smith is excited about
Assistant where they orthe new hire because he
ganized LGBTQ events
sees it as a way for more
and multicultural events
Xavier students to find a
and promoted diversity
home here on campus.
and LGBTQ initiatives
“What excites me the
on campus, among other
most about filling this
Photo courtesy of LinkedIn.com position is that students
responsibilities.
Taj Smith, Director of Kelsey O’Neil became a part of the staff as of March 2015 who’ve felt at the margins
the MGWC, said the decision to compassionate of others’ differ- before or during their Xavier exhire an Assistant Director is meant ences, even while holding differ- perience can graduate feeling
to promote a more inclusive and ent values or beliefs.”
more self-confident, valued and
considerate campus environment.
O’Neil’s primary responsibili- empowered to live out the Jesuit
“As director, it is my vision ties include “supporting all stu- values of love, reflection, soliand responsibility as a privileged dents at Xavier to critically en- darity and justice,” Smith said.
cis-gender heterosexual man to gage with issues of gender and
The MGWC can be found on
consider the ways in which the sexuality.”
GSC’s second floor, room 280.
Xavier community can have reO’Neil will directly advise the For more information about
spectful conversations about the LGBTQ Alliance and Xavier the Center, visit xavier.edu/
intersection of gender, sexuality Students Against Sexual Assault, multiculturalaffairs.

A Warrior’s Tale of Africa: 9th annual African gala

BY ERIKA LAMPERT

to their motherland by bringing
African culture closer to them. It
To celebrate its 10th year
would also like to expose the comas a club, the African Student
munity to African culture, and
Association (ASA) plans to hold
give everyone the opportunity to
its ninth annual African
experience it.
Gala on April 17.
The event will take place from
This year, the African
6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on April 17
Student
Association’s
in Cintas Center. Students can
Gala is called “A
buy tickets this week in GSC
Warrior’s Tale of Africa”
for $15 with their student ID or
and features the keynote
$20 without their ID. Students
speaker Titlope Sonuga,
are asked to dress in formal or
as well as several African
African attire if they plan on atcuisines, African entending this event.
tertainment from their
“As students you get to exmembers and its special
perience a great deal of the
host, Clifford Owusu.
African culture from the attire,
Two ASA members will
cuisine, music, fashion shows,
also be honored during
dances and dramas for just $15.
the African Gala with a
It promises to be a very enterbook scholarship for the
taining and rewarding night,”
upcoming school year.
Orizu said.
“We have an amazing
ASA also held a Durbar in
keynote speaker this year,
the fall semester where it invited
Titilope Sonuga, and an
ASA alumni to campus to disentertaining host, Clifford
cuss their Xavier journey and
Owusu. We also have a
Photo courtesy of facebook.com their life after Xavier. It will have
drama presentation that Students can look forward to attending on April 17. its end of the year party on April
has been directed by one of the
“The Annual African Gala was 25 as well as a naming ceremony
board members, and this year we organized to address the misrepre- this semester.
decided to have a bigger event with sentation of the African continent
“ASA appreciates the support
350 people, which is a drastic in- while simultaneously acknowledg- of the Xavier community these
crease from 200 people last year,” ing the challenges facing the conti- past nine years since we started
Treasurer of ASA Chioma Orizu nent and upholding the foundations hosting events in 2007,” Orizu
said.
of the African culture,” Orizu said. said “This year, the ninth Annual
This year’s African Gala plans
ASA hopes to promote di- African Gala promises to be yet
to display the club’s theme of versity and inclusion during the another wonderful celebration
African pride, to expose other African Gala. It also hopes to of Africa and we look forward
African values, cultures and cur- ensure connections between the to having the Xavier community
rent events to the Xavier commu- Africans living in America back join us.”
Staff Writer
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nity, to exhibit diversity through
cultural displays and social gathering and to facilitate interactions
between Xavier students, faculty
and staff.
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Upcoming SAC
Events
Compiled by Raymond Humienny

Late Night
Snack
- Holtman’s
Xavier
Newswire
Donuts
Edited by: Lydia Rogers
rogersl2@xavier.edu
Wednesday,
April 15
9 p.m.
Xavier Yard

Trip to One Night Only Fest at
University of Cincinnati, feat. Big
Sean, Cherub and Big Gigantic*
Saturday, April 18
6:45 p.m.
Buses leave Buenger Circle for UC’s Fifth
Third Arena

Trip to “The Lion King” musical*
Sunday, April 19
12 p.m.
Buses leave Buenger Circle for
Aronoff Center

XavierFest, feat. Smallpools
Friday, May 1
4 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Xavier Yard
*These events are sold out.

Campus Climate Survey
raises sexual assault awareness

BY JUSTIN WORTHING

Staff Writer
Xavier is conducting its fourth
annual Campus Climate Survey
to measure student, faculty and
staff awareness of campus sexual
assault programs, knowledge of
appropriate sexual harassment responses and perception of sexual
assault on campus, among other
factors. Title IX coordinator Kate
Lawson encourages all students,
faculty and staff to complete the
brief survey by 5 p.m. on April
30 at Xavier’s Title IX’s website
(xavier.edu/titleix).
Colleges and universities across
the country have used climate surveys to evaluate the effectiveness
of their sexual assault prevention
programs. The use of these surveys has been endorsed by the
White House Task Force to Protect
Students from Sexual Assault, the
Department of Education and
sexual assault prevention experts.
Xavier first used the survey to
gauge campus awareness of sexual assault issues and resources in
Fall 2012. At that time, the survey reported that 57 percent of
students knew to whom to report
sexual assault. In the last climate
survey, Spring 2014, the percentage increased to 62.
Faculty and staff also reported
increased awareness of sexual assault resources over the past two
years: faculty and staff awareness

rose from 70 percent in 2012 to
84 percent in 2014.
The survey also asks respondents about how familiar they
are with Xavier’s policy on sex
discrimination and sexual harassment. Comparisons with previous
surveys also showed an increasing
trend in campus awareness of such
policies, especially faculty and staff
awareness. The number of employees unfamiliar with university policies dropped from 19 percent to six
percent over the past two years.
According to Lawson, the results of previous climate surveys
have prompted development and
implementation of different “prevention and response efforts,”
including the Student Wellness
Advocacy Group (SWAG), Xavier’s
Live the Commitment bystander
engagement campaign and Xavier’s
Gender-Based & Sexual Misconduct
Reporting and Support Options resource sheet for student use.
“Participant responses directly
impact Xavier’s future efforts to
comprehensively address sexual
harassment and sexual violence
by guiding program development,
structure and availability of support resources and services and
depth and breadth of Xavier’s
outreach, training and education
efforts,” Lawson said in an e-mail.
To participate in the survey, or to
view the results of previous climate
surveys, visit xavier.edu/titleix.
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LGBTQ week in full swing Project SEARCH:
April 15, 2015

Edited by: Meredith Francis
francism@xavier.edu

BY REGINA WRIGHT

Staff Writer
Xavier LGBTQ Alliance handed out T-shirts bearing the words
“Love is Love” on April 13, kicking off the group’s annual week
of awareness for the LGBTQ
community.
The week, which runs April l3
to 17 with a host of events, also
includes the Gay, Lesbian and
Straight Education Network’s Day
of Silence. The Title IX Office
and the Multicultural, Gender,
and Women’s Center also sponsor
the events.
“LGBTQ Week is an opportunity for the Xavier community
to learn about issues that affect
their LGBTQ peers on campus
and the larger LGBTQ community,” Kelly Smith, president of
LGBTQ Alliance, said. “Our university challenges us to be men
and women for others, an important part of reaching that goal is
being receptive.”
On April 15, there will be a
screening of “The Homestretch,”
a documentary about three homeless teens fighting for their future
and connecting with issues of
poverty, race, immigration, foster care and LGBTQ rights. The
screening will be held at 7:30 p.m.
in Albers 103.
“My favorite educational event
this week is our screening of
‘The Homestretch,’” Smith said.
“Between 20 percent and 40 per-

Program celebrates 10th anniversary

BY MAX BRUNS

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Members of Xavier’s LGBTQ Alliance prepare to hand out “Love is Love” T-shirts.

cent of homeless youth identify as
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender
or queer. Given that only around
3.5 percent of the overall population identifies as LGBTQ, that
statistic is alarming. I’m hoping
this documentary will encourage
students to think critically about
what factors contribute to such a
high percentage and what can be
done to combat the problem.”
The events on April 16 will include late night trivia and pizza at
10 p.m. in GSC.
“My favorite entertainment
event is late night trivia and pizza,”
Smith said. “I’m looking forward
to seeing students get competitive
and seeing what they know about
pop culture, history and more.”
The “Selfies for Silence

- Paid Advertisement -

Classifieds

Camp Wildbrook Leaders Needed
Certified Lifeguards/Swim Instructors and Activity
Leaders – Archery, Basketball, BB Air Rifle, Male
Group Counselors, Maintenance, Nature & Camping,
Soccer – needed for FUN & REWARDING summer
day camp in Cincinnati. Six week session begins June
22 – July 31, M-F 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Contact Camp Wildbrook @ 513-931-2196 or
Campwildbrook@cinci.rr.com.

Two Bedroom Apartments Available
•Across from Starbucks/U. Station.
•Starting at $830/month
•Call 513-604-7152

University Station Location Apartments and Houses Available
Affordable rents. Please call 513-604-7152 and visit:
www.xurents.com
3757 Spencer Avenue Duplex Available for 2015-16 School Year
•3 bedroom: $425 per student.
•1 bedroom: $610
•Contact: 513-658-2255
Oxford Apartments, 1005 – 1007 Dana Avenue
•1 bedroom apartment
• Affordable - $455 and up
• Free heat, water & trash pick up
• Parking
• Walk to XU Campus
• Cable & WiFi ready
• Equipped Kitchen
• Full bath
• Air conditioner

Manager: Diana
513-751-0907		
Office:
513-474-5093

Photobooth” will take place on
April 17 to draw attention to the
effects of silence surrounding
bullying. The photobooth will
be open from 1 to 5 p.m. in the
Fenwick Atrium.
LGBTQ Alliance encourages
all to participate in the events of
the week.
“No matter how much or
how little you’re involved with
the LGBTQ community or how
much or how little you know
about the issues, there is always
more to learn,” Smith said. “So we
hope everyone takes advantage of
some of the learning opportunities we have set up.”
LGBTQ Alliance meets at
7 p.m. on Tuesday nights in
Hailstones 3.

Staff Writer
Project SEARCH celebrated the 10th anniversary of the
Xavier Chapter on April 14 in the
Conaton Board Room.
Xavier University was the
first university worldwide with
a Project SEARCH program,
which places 18-to-22 year old
students with mild disabilities into
internships.
Kevin Huss is an instructor and coordinator for Project
SEARCH.
The goal is to help students
who have gained a high school
diploma transition into the
workplace.
The program initially started
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
in 1996. Xavier took it up in
2004 in collaboration with Great
Oaks Institute of Technology and
Opportunities for Ohioans with
Disabilities.
This 10th anniversary saw the
program maintaining its strength
and endurance, with applicants
continuing to utilize Project
SEARCH.
In order to apply for the program, students must have graduated high school.
If selected, the students can receive up to three credit hours of
electives toward their schooling.

Each year, the program selects
roughly 10 applicants from a pool
of about 20 or 30 people.
Over the course of one school
year, students rotate around three
worksites to focus on education
and employment.
Specifically, they build technical skills and learn how to better
communicate and problem solve
through the program.
Throughout their rotations,
on-the-job coaching is available so
their adjustment periods are made
easier.
The program seeks to open
doors to competitive employment
for the interns. This can occur at
any point throughout the school
year.
The program constantly seeks
worksites to host its interns so this
goal can be reached even faster.
Xavier was the first university
to take on Project SEARCH, and
since then almost 200 sites nationally have replicated Xavier’s initiative, as well as some sites in Great
Britain and Canada.
As the program continues to
grow, more students with mild
disabilities are given the opportunity for individual career development and growth of job skills.
For more information about
Project SEARCH, visit the website at www.projectsearch.us.

Police
Notes
April 6, 7:06 a.m. – An
employee reported the theft
of products from a vending
machine in Husman Hall.

Fire and Rescue responded to
a fire alarm in the McDonald
Library. Food burning in a microwave activated the alarm.

April 7, 10:30 a.m. –
Xavier Police and Cincinnati
Fire and Rescue responded to
a fire alarm in the Commons.
A physical plant employee
who was working accidentally set off the alarm.

April 9, 12:34 p.m. – A student
reported he or she was assaulted
in the lobby of Husman Hall by
another student. Residence Life
was notified.

April 8, 12:37 a.m. –
Xavier
Police
assisted
Norwood Police with a traffic stop in the C-1 Lot. The
student driver had outstanding traffic warrants. The student was re-cited.
April 8, 12:37 a.m. – An
officer on patrol cited a student who was smoking marijuana near Ledgewood Drive
and Victory Parkway.
April 8, 10:18 a.m. – A
student reported the theft of
a catalytic converter from his
or her car that was parked in
the R-3 Lot.
April 8, 12:11 p.m. –
Xavier Police and Cincinnati

April 9, 2:14 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Physical Plant responded to a fire alarm in Fenwick Hall.
A student using a vapor pen activated the alarm.
April 9, 8:40 p.m. – A Physical
Plant employee reported damage
to the entrance door of Hailstones

Note of the

Week

All signs point
to trouble
April 11, 12:21 a.m. – A
student carrying a construction sign and running from officers attempting to stop him
or her was cited for underage
consumption and failure to
cooperate with officers.

Hall, which had cracked glass.
April 9, 8:47 p.m. – Xavier
Police received reports of water damage in four areas of
campus due to a storm, including Hailstones Hall, the Library
basement, the Alumni Center
and Kuhlman Hall. Physical
Plant was notified.
April 10, 7:00 a.m. – Two
parking lot cameras were reported offline due to a storm. The
camera manufacturer responded to campus and repaired the
cameras.
April 11, 9:15 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue extracted a student who
was stuck in an elevator of
Husman Hall.
April 11, 10:05 p.m. – An intoxicated underage student who
fell in the middle of the 1700
block of Cleneay Avenue was
cited for underage consumption
and transported home.
April 12, 9:04 a.m. – A suspicious person sitting in the
Joseph Hall Lot was arrested on
an outstanding warrant.

5

Xavier Newswire

U.S. and World News
Officer charged in Scott shooting
Edited by: Meredith Francis
francism@xavier.edu

April 15, 2015

News in Brief
BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

Presidential candidates for 2016 announce candidacy
Hillary Clinton, Rand Paul, Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio have all
put their names in the race for the 2016 presidential election.
In recent weeks, Paul, Cruz and Rubio announced their intent
to run in the Republican primary. Several more Republicans are
expected to join the race. Hillary Clinton also announced her
candidacy in an online video, confirming media speculation that
she would run.

Boston Marathon bombing suspect convicted
Photo courtesy of www.bbc.com

Walter Scott’s funeral was attended by thousands at the W.O.R.D. Ministries Christian Center on April 11 in South Carolina.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
A South Carolina police officer is being held in a North
Charleston jail without bond and
is being charged with the murder
of Walter Scott.
Michael Slager, a 33-year-old
white police officer, was arrested on April 7 after investigators
from the state of South Carolina
said that Slager’s accounts of the
shooting were inconsistent.
He is accused of firing eight
shots into the back of 50-year-old
Scott, an unarmed black man who
was allegedly fleeing from Slager.
Slager then arrested Scott as he lay
dying on the ground.
Slager originally said that he
had shot Scott because scott had
stolen the officer’s taser. This was

found to be false when video captured on a cell phone by a barber, who was on his way to work,
shows Slager planting his taser
next to the wounded Scott.
Slager stopped Scott for a broken taillight when Scott told the
officer that he was in the process
of buying the car that he was driving, a 1990 Mercedes Benz, but it
was not registered.
An arrest warrant had been out
for Scott since 2013 because of
more than $18,000 owed in child
support.
Slager told Scott to step out of
the car, and a brief scuffle began
between the two men. When Scott
broke free, he began to run, but
Slager shot him instead of chasing
after him.
The shooting comes in the

midst of many instances of brutality by white police officers
against black men and has sparked
national attention.
The White House has released
a statement on the case pushing for all police officers to be
required to wear body cameras
while on duty.
“I think even the investigators
themselves have acknowledged
that when this video evidence was
presented, it changed the way that
they were looking at this case,”
White House Press Secretary Josh
Earnest said. “I do think that is
an example of how body cameras worn by police officers could
have a positive impact, in terms
of building trust between law enforcement officers and the communities they serve.”

- Paid Advertisement -

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was convicted for his role in the 2013
Boston Marathon bombings. The jury found Tsarnaev guilty on
all 30 criminal counts and will now deliberate on the penalty
that Tsarvaev will receive. The bombings killed three people and
injured 260 at the finish line of the Boston Marathon.

Cuba removed from terrorism sponsor list
President Obama announced in a message to Congress that
he would remove Cuba from a list of countries designated as
state sponsors of terrorism. Though the decision is ultimately
the President’s, Congress will have 45 days to decide whether
or not to uphold the removal from the list and pursue further
diplomatic agreements. Obama’s announcement comes in the
months following the reopening of diplomatic relations with
Cuba.

U.N. enacts arms embargo on Yemeni rebels

The United Nations recently imposed an arms embargo on the
Houthi rebels fighting the government in Yemen. Saudi Arabia
has led the fight against the Houthis in Yemen, claiming that Iran
is backing Houthi fighters. Iran has denied the claim, though
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry says that Iran is providing
Houthi fighters with weapons. The conflict has raised concerns
about a potential proxy war between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
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Golf teams continue strong play
BY ADAM PURVIS

all with four members in the top
25: freshman Hanna Lee (ninth),
senior Abby Smith (14th), junior
Men’s golf continued play this
Shane Crutchfield (18th) and
past weekend at the NYX Hoosier
sophomore Grace Howie (t-24th).
Invitational in Bloomington, Ind.
On the first day of the invitaThe team tied for seventh
tional, the team finished
place, and freshman Jose
in fourth place, just one
Montaño turned in an instroke behind Morehead
dividual win for his secState with a score of 620
ond tournament victory.
(+45) after 36 holes of
During the first day of
play.
the invitational, Montaño
Smith ended the day
was tied for the lead in
in
eighth place after a
birdies with five leaving
jump
from a tie for 28th
him tied for fifth in the
due
to
an even par of 72
field.
in
the
second round of
In the second round,
play.
senior Korey Ward led in
The first and second
birdies and tied for 10th
round
for Lee ended with
place with a score of 67.
a
consistent
78 and 77,
Overall, the team wound
respectively,
before her
up in 10th place after the
jump
in
the
final
round
first day with a combined
of
play.
Lee’s
score
of
shooting of 584 (+16).
75
in
the
third
round
The team was nine
and six birdies throughstrokes outside of the top
out the event helped her
five and 19 strokes from
place ninth overall, only
first.
six shots from first place.
The team battled in a
She finished two strokes
close competition, only to
ahead of Smith, who
end up in seventh place—
placed two strokes ahead
just five strokes outside of
of Crutchfield.
the top five. Montaño endThe team will travel to
ed up with 11 birdies, the
compete
next at the Big
second most in the field
East
Tournament,
April
behind Ward’s 12.
Photo courtesy of Twitter.com
16
to18
in
Daytona,
Fla.
Montaño’s under-par Senior Abby Smith hits the driving range before the 2014 LPGA Xavier Invitational in Daytona, Fla.
Staff Writer

round clinched the overall individual championship for him.
Xavier’s men’s golf team will
continue its season April 20 to
21 in Cincinnati at the Xavier
Invitational before the Big East

Staff Writer
Just weeks after their seasons
officially ended, former Xavier
basketball players continue to
make strides off the court in their
post-collegiate careers.
Former standout from the
women’s team Ashley Wanniger
was named the head women’s basketball coach for her alma mater,
Colerain High School, where she
graduated from in 2010.
As a Musketeer, Wanniger

played for three different coaches (Kevin McGuff, Amy Waugh
and recently-extended current
head coach Brian Neal) and was
a member of the most recent
NCAA tournament team for
Xavier women’s basketball as well
as conference championship team
of the Atlantic 10.
That team, led by then-head
coach Kevin McGuff, made the
round of 32 after going an astounding 14-0 in conference play.
Wanniger rounded out her

Opinion: Reds
Can Surprise

Tournament.
Women’s golf
continued
play on April 10 to 11 at the
2015 Murray State Time Warner
Invitational in Murray, Ky.
The team placed third over-

Notes: Former basketball players thrive
BY ADAM TORTELLI

Edited by: Nick McGill
mcgilln@xavier.edu

career at Xavier with 753 career
points, 283 rebounds and 116 assists, while also connecting on 146
three pointers, an elite clip that
currently places her at eighth on
the all-time record list.
On the men’s side, fan favorite Matt Stainbrook continues to
build off his strong senior season
just weeks after a disappointing
defeat to Arizona in the Sweet 16.
The former center spent the
end of last week turning heads
at the Portsmouth Invitational

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Guard Ashley Wanninger (13) brings the ball up the court in a game against George Washington on March 4, 2013.

Tournament where he dominated
his opposition and was named to
the All-Tournament Team.
This particular tournament —
held in Portsmouth, Va. — is designed to give 64 of the nation’s
superior college basketball seniors
an opportunity to play before
NBA scouts, general managers
and other executives in an eightteam tournament.
Over the course of three days,
Stainbrook averaged 15 points,
two assists and over seven rebounds per game as well as connecting on an overpowering 73
percent of his shots.
Portsmouth marks Stainbrook’s
second postseason event. On April
3, Stainbrook earned the honor
of playing in the 2015 Reese’s
Division I National Association
of Basketball Coaches College
All-Star game.
Xavier men’s basketball announced its 2015 award winners
on April 14, in which Stainbrook
earned the Lew Hirt Society
Award for “standing out in some
significant way,” as determined by
the coaches.
Other award winners included
Myles Davis claiming the Gordon
E. Nead Award for his improvements, Jalen Reynolds taking home
the Connie Brown Award for his
relentless spirit, Dee Davis who
earned the Skip Prosser Award
for to his “untiring work ethic”
and JP Macura was the recipient
of the Ernest A. Staak Memorial
Award for his continued “love of
the game of basketball.”

Photo courtesy of myrtlebeachonline.com

Starting pitcher Mike Leake winds up to throw.

BY BRENT RAINES

Staff Writer
The season may only be a week
old, but the Reds seem poised to
surprise many of the experts.
Cincinnati was a popular
pick to finish last in the strong
National League Central by media powers like ESPN and Sports
Illustrated (who must not have
realized that the Indians are in
Cleveland when they picked them
to win the World Series).
Even though they have cooled
down from their 4-0 start, the
Reds have shown that last year’s
fourth-place finish might have
been a fluke.
First baseman Joey Votto and
right fielder Jay Bruce have returned to form after an injuryriddled 2014 season, and third
baseman Todd Frazier has shown
off the power that sent him to the
All-Star Game and Home Run
Derby last July.
However, the Reds’ most important player might be their
thinnest, as center fielder Billy
Hamilton has reached base frequently enough to wreak havoc
on the basepaths.
We knew the top half of the
rotation and the back of the bullpen would be strong. Fortunately,
the back-end of the rotation has
also held up its end of the bargain.
Starters Anthony Desclafani
and Jason Marquis gave the Reds
decent starts while Raisel Ilgesias
showed promise.
For the Reds to stay in contention until the end of the season,
the bullpen will need to improve
before the ninth inning.
While he once was a successful closer, the bespectacled Kevin
Gregg’s advanced stats show that
he has never so much as an average reliever. Fan-favorite Jumbo
Diaz has tried and failed to
bridge the gap from the starter to
Chapman.
Two of the Reds first three
losses could be directly pinned
on these two relievers, and their
teammates in the bullpen have not
performed much better.
Iglesias and other top prospects should be called up to reinforce Chapman in the bullpen,
even if the Reds believe they
should be starters down the road.
The Reds believe they have the
pieces to contend, and so far most
of them have held up their end of
the bargain.
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BY ISABEL SMITH
Staff Writer

The Xavier track and field team
is off to a good start in April.
The Musketeers headed to
Oxford, Ohio, to compete in the
All-Ohio Championship after the
men’s 4x800-meter team shattered
a school record in the final day of
competition at the Florida Relays
the previous weekend.
The All-Ohio Championship
featured several of Ohio’s top
teams, from the Ohio State
Buckeyes to the Miami Redhawks.
Competition began on April 10
at the George Rider Track.
Xavier’s top performance of
opening day came from sophomore Delainey Burnett. She took
third place in the 10,000-meter
run with 38:52:42, trailing behind
Krista Roehlig of Ohio University
and Anna Lamb of Miami
University.
Two other Musketeers on the
women’s team had top-10 finishes.
Team captain junior Onya
Edwards placed ninth in the long
jump with 5.14 meters and freshman Elizabeth Acker took ninth
place as well in the javelin with

25.86 meters.
Both Xavier teams concluded
day two of the All-Ohio with an
additional 16 top-10 finishes.
Sophomore Russell Platt
performed remarkably in both
jumping and sprinting events. He
placed fourth in the high jump
(1.95 meters) and took fifth in the
100-meter dash with 10.98 sec-

Women’s tennis rolls

Photo courtesy by goxavier.com

Senior Daniella Patton returns a serve.

BY ANDREW UTZ

Staff Writer
The women’s tennis team is
on a six-game winning streak as
the season comes to an end, while
the men’s team has secured a single win in the three games it has
played since March 22.
The women’s team defeated
both Seton Hall and Providence
at Seton Hall over the weekend of
March 27.
In the first match, the
Musketeers defeated their hosts
with a 6-1 win.
In their following match, the
team swept Providence with a 7-0
decision. The three doubles teams
went undefeated against their opponents, with seniors Daniella
Patton and Cristian Di Lorenzo
sweeping their opponents 8-0.
Sophomore Sydney Liggins set
the standard for singles play, taking two out of the three sets from
her opponent, with no third game
decision.
The rest of the singles did the

onds, a personal record for Platt.
Three members of the recordsetting 4x800 team placed consecutively in the 800-meter run,
separated by less than a second.
Freshman Nolan Daniels led
the group by placing sixth with
a time of 1:54.24, senior Matt
Orlando followed in seventh with
1:54.77 and sophomore Grant

Parelli rounded out the cluster
in eighth place with 1:55:15. The
times set personal records for
both Orlando and Daniels.
Two other members of the
men’s team contributed to the
top-10 finishes.
Junior Connor Buchholz took
ninth in the 1,500-meter run with
a time of 3:56.66 and senior Ryan

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Freshman Margaret Barrie won the 60-meter dash at the Big East Indoor Championships on March 1 in New York, N.Y.

same, easily taking their opponents in the first two sets.
The following week brought
senior day on April 1, marking the
last home match for Patton and
Lizzie Oosterbaan.
Xavier again closed out the visiting the Cincinnati Bearcats in a
7-0 run.
The three doubles teams swept
their competition, with Alex
Brinker and Lauren Ghidotti playing the best match of the day
with an 8-2 win. Patton, Liggins,
Brinker and Di Lorenzo all swept
their singles play with 2-0 decisions to close.
Last week, the Musketeers
showed their prowess against
Northern Kentucky, winning the
match 5-2 on Wednesday.
Liggins and freshman Ghidotti
went undefeated in their singles
and doubles competitions, giving
Xavier a 3-0 advantage.
Freshman Amina Ismail secured her match for the overall victory. Di Lorenzo rounded
out the Muskies’ fifth point, but
Oosterbaan and freshman Abigail
Roebker were defeated for NKU’s
two points.
Two days later the women traveled to give St. John’s its first conference loss.
Xavier took six of the seven
points from the Red Storm, and
did the same for visiting Fordham
University for a non-conference
win.
The men’s tennis team did not
have the success of the women,
dropping its matches against
Cleveland State and Western
Michigan.
Its final games are at Butler.
Xavier plays the Bulldogs on April
17 and takes on visiting Creighton
on April 18.

Konstanzer also placed ninth in
his event, the 400-meter dash with
a time of 51.41 secondss.
Freshman Karmen Auble put
forth an impressive performance,
setting a school record in the pole
vault with 3.55 meters and taking
third, the team’s highest placement in field.
Other notable finishes in field
events came from Mercedes
Oliver, who placed ninth in the
discus with 40.96 meters, and
Kaitlyn Crean, who placed 10th in
the high jump with a jump of 1.48
meters.
Similar to the men’s squad, two
members of the women’s team
finished consecutively in an event.
Redshirt freshman Meghan
Vogel placed third in the
1,500-meter run with a time of
4:37.84. Following just behind, junior Caterina Karas placed fourth
with a time of 4:38.29. Both
Musketeers recorded personal
bests.
Xavier returns to the track
April 16 to 17 for the Cardinal
Invitational in Muncie, Ind., and
the Mt. SAC Relays in Walnut,
Calif.

Opinion: Curry leading MVP race
BY AUSTIN GILL
Copy Editor

The NBA’s MVP race has been
neck-and-neck all season and,
with only weeks to go until playoffs, it’s as close as ever.
With decorated resumes,
Russell Westbrook, James Harden
and Stephen Curry remain the
top candidates vying for 2015’s
distinction.
Westbrook has shouldered the
load over Oklahoma City’s injuryplagued season with eye-popping
single-game averages of 27.6
points (shooting 42.5 percent,
8.6 assists, 7.2 rebounds and 2.2
steals). He also leads the league
with nine triple-doubles.
The tired knock on Westbrook
is that he’s a ball-hogger. His skyhigh usage percentage of 38.1
would seem to reflect that, but
with Kevin Durant and Serge

Ibaka out, the call for leadership
is plain.
Westbrook’s
ball-dominant
ways have proved effective as he
sports a 29.57 player efficiency
rating (second only to Anthony
Davis). Without Westbrook,
Oklahoma City’s injury-riddled
roster would probably find itself
on the wrong end of the playoff
hunt come April.
Houston’s Harden offers per
game averages of 27.2 points,
7.0 assists, 5.7 rebounds and 1.9
steals. Like Westbrook, he handles
the ball quite a bit.
Though Harden’s truly a
shooting guard, he effectively runs
the point for the Rockets. With
Harden on the floor, Houston
scores a remarkable 14.5 more
points per 100 possessions.
Harden’s defense draws criticism against his MVP campaign,

Photo courtesy of allomatch.com

Stephen Curry broke his own record for three-point shots made in a season with 284.

but that’s not why the Rockets
have him there.
Patrick Beverley, Trever Ariza,
and Dwight Howard among several others fortify the back end
while Harden does his damage
running the offense.
Harden’s ability to score is simply uncanny, as he draws an amazing 10.1 free throw attempts per
game.
Curry’s incredible play has
led the Golden State Warriors to
the league’s best record at 60-13.
Curry averages 23.7 points, 7.9 assists, 4.3 rebounds and 2.1 steals
per game.
These figures may seem the
least impressive among the group,
but Curry’s efficiency is stunning.
The electric point guard averages 48.2 percent shooting from
the floor, 43.1 percent from long
range and a league-leading 91.6
percent at the charity stripe.
Curry’s numbers go from excellent to crazy when you consider
that the he’s sat in 16 entire fourth
quarters — a product of an excellent 2014-15 Warriors team.
Traditionally, the top MVP
vote-getter is the best player on
the team with the best (or among
the best) record.
Recent MVP’s that fit that
definition include Kevin Durant
(2014), LeBron James (2009,
2010, 2012, 2013) and Derrick
Rose (2011). As the best player on
the best team, Stephen Curry is
that guy this year.
The MVP favorite changes
on a near gamely basis as Curry,
Harden and Westbrook continue
to jockey for the prestigious accolade. Fans can get excited with
only weeks to go until playoffs,
as some extraordinary efforts
from these special players remain
inevitable.
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Learning how to “adult”

The art of learning how to take life in stride
So, graduation is in a month. That means I am sup- the bridge whether I learn about balancing a budget
posed to be a real person and start doing real-person or not?
things like balancing a budget and filing taxes. I’m
Or, what if I turn out to be pretty good at whatsupposed to be able to prepare balanced meals for ever I try to do next and discover something amazing
myself and pack healthy lunches to eat in the break about myself ?
room at work. However, I have a problem with this
Obviously, I suffer from a severe fear of the un“lifestyle” for a number of reasons.
known, and it’s causing me to think
First of all, what does balanc- “Yes, the unknown about my future in an unproducing a budget even mean? It sounds
way. Many people count down
is scary, but we tive
miserable and boring. Just the idea
the days until graduation. I, on the
of learning how to do it makes me shouldn’t be afraid other hand, dread it and prefer to
want to fake my death and seek refof it to the point deny its existence altogether. But
uge under a bridge. Second, I curmore I think about it, the more
where it’s mentally the
rently live off pizza rolls and dinothat doesn’t seem right.
crippling. We
saur-shaped chicken nuggets, and
Yes, the unknown is scary, but
transitioning to grown-up people should embrace it we shouldn’t be afraid of it to the
food will be an unbelievably painful
that it’s mentally crippling.
with open arms.” point
experience that I hope to avoid at
We should embrace it with open
Lydia Rogers
all costs. Also, the idea of going to
arms. After all, trekking into the unwork every day without breaks for
known is how I got to the amazing
two-hour long naps at 2 p.m. terrifies me.
place where I am today.
Being a college student has been my entire life for
Before coming to Xavier, I was filled with terror.
the past few years. The friends I’ve made here are my I didn’t know if I would make any friends or if I
everything, and at this point they’re basically the very would pass any classes. I was so clueless, I had a lefabric of my soul. I’m also in a bizarre, yet pleasant gitimate fear that I might become addicted to heroin
universe where I have the perfect balance between and have to turn to prostitution to support my habit.
being independent and structured and living like Despite my irrational
a reckless child. Yes, classes, exams and homework fears, everything turned
make me rue the day I was born, but they also have out fine for me. None
helped me get to know myself and my passions in of those absurd things
happened, thank God,
ways I never thought possible.
Graduating means I have to give that all up and and my experiences
hurl myself into the unknown. I’ll have to leave my have opened so many
best friends and close the door on this chapter of unbelievable doors.
I’ve realized that the
my life forever. I’ll have to get a real job with real coworkers who probably have children and pay mort- unknown really isn’t
gages, and they’ll just look at me and think, “Who is that bad and that even
this fool? She doesn’t stand a chance. Do you even though I have been havknow how to adult?” And I’ll just scream back, “NO. ing the time of my life
Lydia Rogers is a senior
at Xavier, I have to let
Help me. What does validated parking mean?”
English major from La
What if I fail miserably at whatever I try next it go, and that’s okay.
Porte, Ind.
and become known as the weird girl who violently It’s time to make room
mumbles to herself during times of crisis? What if for all the amazingness
I can’t get any job at all and am forced to live under that’s yet to come.

Business affairs:
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per semester within
the USA and are prorated.
Subscription and advertising inquiries should be directed
to the advertising manager, Amanda Jones, at 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed on campus, is
free per person per week. Additional copies are 25 cents.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submitted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.
Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Tatum Hunter
hunter1@xavier.edu

Opinions&Editorials

9
April 15, 2015

Your best has yet to come

Advice on how to make your four years a launching pad to a happy life

As seniors in college, we are
under a lot of pressure. Pressure
to graduate, find a job, decide
where we want to go, blah blah
blah. All the adult stuff we like
to pretend we don’t have to deal
with. But there is also one major
stressor that many overlook.
“College will be the best four
years of your life.”
Wow. Talk about pressure. Not
only do we have to go in with that
expectation, but we also have to
take full responsibility for making it happen. And we better start
during orientation week when
they tell us, “The best years of our
lives start now.”
Excuse me while I go find my
central friend group in the first
week of college and spend the
next four years in total unadulterated happiness. On top of that, I
will be out having fun every single night, have a million friends I
see every day and have unlimited
funds for all the fun I will be hav-

ing. It’s “the best four years of my
life,” right?
I remember having a mental
breakdown about a month into
college. I didn’t have an especially
large network of friends (a problem associated with introverted,
painfully shy and awkward people like myself), I wasn’t getting
straight A’s and I hated the taste of
alcohol. This was a great combination for a college freshman. After
voicing my concerns to someone
I was close to at the time they told
me “I was doing it wrong;” which
I took pretty seriously.
I hate to admit that I found my
niche, brought my anatomy grade
up and discovered lemonade was a
good mixer before I decided that
I certainly wasn’t doing college
wrong. It took me even longer to
realize I didn’t want college to “be
the best years of my life.”
Don’t get me wrong. My college experience has been indescribable in the best possible way.

I have learned so much about myself, grown as a person and have
made friends that are so extraordinary there isn’t a word worthy of
expressing it. I just don’t want this
to be the end of it all. I don’t want
it to be the peak.

I don’t want my life to slow
down after college. I want it to
speed up. I want to keep having
fun with friends. I want to keep
making friends. I want to go on
adventures and take risks and

jump off cliffs and walk into the
unknown and embrace the uncertainty of life. All those clichés
people use.
Going into college with the
expectation and plans to make
it “the best” will eventually tear
you down. You’ll be trying to do
all these things all the time with
all these people, and it’ll never be
enough.
Planning to make college wonderful is so much more attainable. You won’t feel bad watching
Netflix instead of socializing one
night. You won’t feel angry when
you discover you are a disorganized procrastinator. You won’t
feel terrible if you bomb one test.
You won’t feel lonely when you
are by yourself. Nothing will completely tear down the possibility
of something being wonderful, as
much as something tearing down
the possibility of it being the best.
Your college years should be
inspiring, fun, incredible and ir-

I come from a relatively diverse
family. My sister and I were both
adopted from young birthmothers, and my sister is biracial. This,
of course, does not make me an
expert on diverse families in any
matter, but I also had the pleasure of taking a sociology class
my sophomore year, a class that
focused on families in the 21st
century. The outcome of the class
was basically this: if you want it to
be your family, it is.
I have found the more I write
in various classes, the more thesubject of family arises. I never
thought I cared too much about
the makeup of my family, but others seem to be interested in my
adoption story, or hearing about
how my sister is usually referred
to as my “friend.”
Families, adoption and the
makeup of the “traditional” family is a hot issue right now, and I
see varying degrees of offensive,
neutral and supportive, credible
and unfounded articles circulate

across all of my social media.
These articles support antiquated view of the family, which
is comprised of a married mother and father, two and a half children and a dog. All of these families live in suburban white-picket
fence households with backyard
barbecues and K-8 Catholic
schools.
They do not account for families with divorced parents, adopted children, same-sex parents,
non-married couples and multiracial households. To some, this
goes directly against “traditional” family values. The reality is,
in 2015 traditional families are
quickly becoming a minority.
More couples are getting married later, or not married at all,
children are adopted from both
overseas and right in our own
backyards, same-sex couples are
becoming widely accepted, race
is oftentimes not an issue when
determining a future partner and
sometimes people even want a

cat.
Why, then, is this a hot-button
issue? I have been incredibly lucky
to grow up with loving parents, a
caring sister and a society that has
accepted me as an adopted white
daughter to two white parents. My
sister, being biracial, has a different story growing up with two
white parents (there was a lot of
hair products involved), but overall she’s had a generally positive
view of our family and the future of diverse families. The key
is love.
Most of us come to Xavier as
scared little 18-year-olds, fresh out
of high school with rose-colored
glasses looking to expand our horizons and grow into the people
who are going to set the world on
fire (I would be rebuked if I did
not mention the Jesuits at some
point in my editorial). We leave
surrounded by a new family, one
built by love.
I’ve heard my friends refer to
their “Xavier family” on numer-

ous occasions and if one more our family will always be there, a
person uses the hashtag “xavier- Skype conversation away. It is up
fam,” my eyes may roll out of my to us to maintain these friendships
head. But the sentiment is true. with our mom or our roommate,
We do leave with a new sort of our R.A. or our weird cousin who
family, those with whom we share likes horses a bit too much. In
bonds, inside jokes, late nights this, we find love, we find happiand sunrises, Domino’s cheesy ness and we discover who we are,
bread and; most importantly, lots where we want to go and live, and
of love and understanding. These that is okay with me.
people may drive you nuts, but
they’re your family.
For these reasons, it is essential
for us to fight for a more nuanced
understanding of what “family”
means. There will always be people who might question the essence of your family, but as long
as you love and feel loved, there is
a place for you to feel at home, to
feel celebrated and to feel valued.
These are basic human rights, and
we are all entitled to our form of
love.
We graduate and move back
to sleepy towns or big cities, or
Campbell Tuel is a senior Enlgish
even halfway around the world,
major
from Beloit, Ohio.
but the people we choose to be

“Your college
years should be
inspiring, fun and
irreplaceable. But
not the best. The
peak of your life
hasn’t happened
yet.”
Hollis Conners

replaceable. But not the best. The
peak of your life hasn’t happened
yet.
I’m also going to leave this
here for good measure:
“And now, let us step out into
the night and pursue that flighty
temptress, adventure.”
-Albus Dumbledore

Hollis Conners is a nursing major
from Franklin, Ind.
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Mount Adams Art Walk returns for 2015
By Taylor Roberts

Guest Writer
Eclectic sounds of soft music
and friendly chatter between vendors and patrons filled the streets
from 1 to 6 p.m. on April 11 in
Mount Adams during their Art
Walk. Guests could attend the
event for free but had the option

very affordable,” junior Jaqueline
Dauterman said.
The Blind Lemon, Longworth’s
and 13 other Mount Adams businesses hosted emerging and professional artists from all genres.
Patrons wandered from venue
to venue entranced by the array
of paintings, photography, fabric

Photo courtesy of Taylor Roberts

Vendors at the Art Walk pay $25 a day to display their artwork at Mount Adams.

to purchase artwork by more than
40 local artists present at the Art
Walk. Prices for certain pieces
started at $5.
“Some items were probably out
of students’ price range, but there
was some neat jewelry that was

art, jewelry and metal artwork on
display. Among the many vendors
showcasing and selling their work
was Allie Guard, a young woman with Down Syndrome from
Cincinnati, who uses colored
pencil to make colorful creations

called Allie Art.
Patrons also enjoyed street
music from Gerry Fritsch of
Hamilton County Sheriff Pipe
and Drum Corps and Infusion
Quartet, an award-winning acapella group. If guests grew tired
and hungry, they simply popped
into one of the venues for drink
specials and original food. Many
splurged and got UDF ice cream
on the sunny 60-degree day.
“The art walk was a great way to
spend a Saturday afternoon. It was
really nice to just walk around sipping a UDF milkshake and look at
all the different things showcased
there,” Dauterman said.
Adults old and young were able
to appreciate the art walk and the
variety of venues it had to offer.
Children were also able to take
part in art appreciation by getting
their face painted at a booth.
The event drew a large and
diverse crowd representative of
Cincinnati, thus showing how art
can bring a community together.
Future dates for the 2015 Mt.
Adams Art Walks include: May 9,
Sept. 8 and Oct. 12. To be a vendor at the Art Walk, one must pay
$25 per day. Artists who are interested in being a part of Art Walk
can contact Alex Ranney at longworthsevents@gmail.com.

‘Longest Ride,’ predictable yet enjoyable
By Aiyana Moore

Staff Writer
Nicholas Sparks, an American
romantic novelist, has had 10 novels adapted to film. While it seems
that Sparks certainly has the love
story formula down pat, it must
be mentioned how repetitive this
formula has become.
Sparks has become well-known
for his romantic-drama films that
feature a relationship that’s typically doomed from the start, whether
it is by class, war or some other
devastating factor and he seems to
have no qualms about killing off
his main characters. Sparks’ newest film adaptation, “The Longest
Ride,” is no different when it
comes to his successful formula.
“The Longest Ride” tells
the story of young bull rider,
Luke Collins (Scott Eastwood)
who meets Sophia Danko (Britt
Robertson) when his cowboy hat

flies off after a particularly feisty
bull ride. When Sophia attempts
to return the hat, Luke tells her to
keep it, and the romance is born.
Luke, a poor country boy from
North Carolina, and Sophia, an
art history major moving to New
York, seem, just as with every
Sparks film, doomed before their
relationship even begins. When
the couple meets Ira Levinson
(Alan Alda), an old man with a
story very similar to their own,
Luke and Sophia’s relationship is
able to flourish for a little while.
As far as Nicholas Sparks films
go, “The Longest Ride” was enjoyable. Though it follows Sparks’
now predictable formula, the film
still managed to have a twist that
wasn’t quite so obvious and characters that moved, ever so slightly,
beyond “I love you and that’s all
that matters.”
Still, “The Longest Ride” was

comparable to several of Sparks’
other films, most notable “The
Best of Me,” (2014) which also
told the story of lovers who are
brought back together after a
breakup through their mutual
friendship with a meddling old
man.
If what you’re looking for
in “The Longest Ride” is a cute
movie that will leave you tearyeyed, but happy, this is your film.
The relationship between the bull
rider and the art historian will
have you swooning as they work
through obstacles together, most
notably their chosen professions.
However, if you’re still waiting
for Sparks to put his mind to work
at something original, it may be a
while.

Newswire Rating:
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Nicholas Sparks has had 10 of his romance novels adapted for film, his latest being “The Longest Ride.”
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Mount Adams hosted its fourth annual Art Walk with 15 businesses on April 11.

Spring Recitals

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Senior Amanda Stansfield with vocal teacher Maria Ventura at the recital

By Liz Slocum

Staff Writer
As the spring semester comes
to an end, Xavier students are
very busy completing final projects for their classes. For music
majors and minors, these final
projects come in the form of
spring recitals.
For many of the students who
performed in April 11’s recital
series, this is the first, second or
third time they have performed
the pieces they worked hard on
all semester before students and
faculty of the music department.
For the seniors, this is the last
time they will ever do so.
On April 11, Amanda
Stansfield gave her senior recital
in Bellarmine Chapel. A sizeable
number of friends, family and
faculty members were in the audience enthusiastically listening to
her sing. Opening with a sacred
piece by George Frederic Handel,
her performance featured several
pieces in English, Italian, French
and German. Stansfield showed
her mastery of both vocal technique and the performance of
foreign-language pieces.
Stansfield ended her show by

taking a moment to thank her
family, friends and teachers for
their support, before singing a final duet with her voice instructor,
Maria Ventura. Members of the
audience gave a standing ovation
as she and Ventura took a final
bow.
Later in the evening, several
students gave a recital in Long
Recital Hall that featured a variety of vocal and instrumental
pieces, with Tami Morris accompanying many of them on the
piano. The audience was treated
to pieces by composers ranging
from Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
to Takatsugu Muramatsu. Junior
pianist and soprano Ellen Godbey
opened the recital with a Mozart
piano piece and later returned to
perform a fun and light-hearted
vocal piece, also by Mozart.
Included in the program was
a guitar duet by first year Alex
Browne and Steve Barone of Billy
Strayhorne’s mid-20th century
piece, “Take the A Train.” Junior
percussion student Jonathan
Norris closed the performance
with a cello piece by Johann
Sebastian Bach, played not on a
cello but rather on a marimba.
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‘It’s the Bitch of Livin ’
Department of Music and Theatre will produce the provocative and enlightening ‘Spring Awakening’

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Junior Griff Bludworth (far left) portrays the mentally-disturbed teenager Mortiz as he bemoans his inability to cope with his dreams and pacing thoughts. Junior Maya Farhat (middle) and junior
Tyler Kuhlman (right) portray the young couple of Wendla and Melchior, respectively, as they discover sexual feelings. “Spring Awakening” is at 7:30 p.m., April 16-19 in the Gallagher Student Center.

By Zenab Saeed
Staff Writer

Xavier University’s Theatre is
preparing to stage its production
of “Spring Awakening,” a rock
musical that focuses on the lives
of a group of students and their
coming-of-age journeys.
The Tony Award winning
musical features music written
by Duncan Sheik and is based
on the 1891 German play of the
same name.
The musical will take place

Theatre at 7:30 pm from April
16 to 19 in the Gallagher Student
Center. The production will be
directed by Stephen Skiles, feature choreography by Dee Anne
Bryll, music direction under Scot
Buzza and scenic design by Alana
Yurczyk.
Tyler Kuhlman, who will be
playing the role of Melchior
Gabor, said, “I am first and foremost looking forward to sharing
this production with an audience.
This is such a powerful piece of

theater stuffed with real life issues and to finally be able to
deliver the story to an audience
will be an amazing feeling.” The
show largely follows the life of
Kuhlman’s character, including
his best friend Moritz, played by
Griff Bludworth, and his love
interest Wendla, played by Maya
Farhat.
In order to prepare for the
production, the cast rehearsed
under the direction of Stephen
Skiles.

“In preparing for this show, I
have had to learn a lot. Skiles has
done incredible work with me as
an actor. The show has gone from
being a performance to actually being a real experience every
time we go through a rehearsal,”
Kuhlman said.
“He has been able to get me
to release my reservations about
different scenes and actions performed in the production, and it
has brought an immense amount
of life to the show. I would also

final confrontation with Scar atop
a spinning Pride Rock, the audience is never left wanting for
entertainment.
Remy commands the stage as
a grown Simba, giving a moving
performance in “Endless Night”
and deftly tracing Simba’s development from carefree “Hakuna
Matata” champion to a king-to-be
resolved to fulfill his responsibilities to his people. Both L. Steven
Taylor (Mufasa) and Nia Holloway
(Nala) also give powerful performances, as does a truly impressive
supporting cast of characters and
ensemble members. Brown’s performance as Scar, while not the
strongest vocally, skillfully conveys the calculating villain and
drives the play’s drama.
The technical aspects of the
show were perhaps even more impressive than the performances.
The show employs lavish costumes for each of the animals.
Each lion character also wore an
elaborate headdress that acted almost as a character in itself, diving to cover the actor’s face when
characters would confront each
other. Richard Hudson’s scene

‘Lion King’ is a Tony-Award winning sensation, with six under its belt in 1998.

like to give a huge thanks to my
cast and crew members,” he said.
“Seeing as I came out of nowhere and landed in their program they could all have easily not
been welcoming, but they have
all been kind from the word ‘go.’
You don’t find that every day and
it was amazing to feel that kind of
comfort from the start,” Kuhlman
said.
For more information, on
the show visit www.xavier.edu/
theatre.

‘Lion King’ makes a triumphant return
By andrew koch
Editor-in-Chief

Disney and Broadway fans
alike are in for a treat as “The
Lion King” came roaring back
to Cincinnati this month at the
Aronoff Center.
The show’s plot, based on the
1994 animated film of the same
name (and itself an adaptation
of Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”), is
certainly familiar to movie- and
theater-goers. Simba (young: JJ
Batteast/Tre’ Jones; adult: Jelani
Remy), the crowned prince of an
animal kingdom, flees his homeland after his father is murdered
by Simba’s treacherous uncle, Scar

			
(Patrick R. Brown). Having been
blamed for his father’s death,
Simba takes refugee in the wilderness to forget his problems
before returning to confront
Scar and reclaim his seat on the
throne after seeing the ghost of
his father, the fallen king.
“The Lion King” holds the
record for the highest-grossing
show of all time, and for good
reason. This musical marvels at
every turn as a technical, musical
and performative wonder. From
the opening scene, in which actors expertly dressed as various
animals parade down the aisles to
“The Circle of Life,” to Simba’s

Photo courtesy of cincinnatiarts.org

Broadway’s highest-grossing musical returns to Aronoff Center with a roar.

Photo courtesy of cincinnati.broadway.com

design, especially during the stampede and Simba’s conversation
with his father, amazes while making incredibly efficient use of the
stage. The score, a collaboration
between pop legend Elton John
and Broadway veteran Tim Rice,
is memorable to a fault, featuring a
host of songs deeply embedded in
the Disney canon of music guaranteed to remain in the viewer’s
head for days to come. Even the
songs less familiar to fans of the
original film dazzle, accompanied
by carefully coordinated dancers

in beautiful costumes. “The Lion
King” runs through April 26 at
the Aronoff Center, and Xavier’s
Student Activities Council (SAC)
will be taking a group of students to see the show on April 19.
Tickets for all of the performances (including the one sponsored
by SAC) are sold out, though rush
seating may be available on the
night of individual performances.
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Part 1

DISCLAIMER:

discussions regarding race, religion, gender and sexuality have played a major
role in the national dialogue about diversity. At Xavier, approximately 26 percent of students are considered to be
“multicultural students.” It’s no secret that a majority of students on this campus are white and Catholic, and yet hundreds of students on this campus come from other backgrounds: black, Latino, Asian, Muslim, LGBTQ and countless others. These articles are designed to provide a platform for a group of students to voice their concerns about
diversity on Xavier’s campus. In the first part of our story, a few students
The students interviewed repanswer the question, what is it like to be considered a minority at Xavier?

Josh DeVincenzo
Junior
and
newly
elected
Administrative Vice President Josh
DeVincenzo was born in El Salvador
and acquired his U.S. citizenship as a
child.
“It’s not really obvious that we’re
minorities until someone says it,”
DeVincenzo said.
While DeVincenzo thinks Xavier is
welcoming of diversity, he also finds
the response of some students to be
frustrating.
“For me, the biggest thing is when everyone refers to our whole demographic
as Mexican,” he said. “It’s important to
understand that there are different identities within the Hispanic race.”
DeVincenzo thinks people do not expect Latino students “to do big things.”
“(The Latino community at Xavier
has) been doing everything in our power

to prove people wrong.
We belong here just as
much as anyone else,” he
said.
For
DeVincenzo,
seeing Xavier recruitment pamphlets
portraying the campus as diverse is a
goal, but not necessarily an accurate
depiction.
“I’d like to see (Xavier) invest the
time, the resources into actually implementing those types of diversity,” DeVincenzo
said.

resent only a small sampling of
diverse backgrounds. The students in this article cannot possibly speak for their entire cultural
community, as they offer only
one perspective.

Juanita Soto

Juanita Soto, a first-generation
Mexican American, is a senior
at Xavier. Her parents came to the
United States in the 1980s.
“Xavier has been a really welcoming and inclusive environment,” Soto said. “I know
they’re trying to
improve their
diversity and

inclusion.”
For Soto, however, sometimes it is the students who
don’t reflect an open attitude
towards diversity.
“Sometimes (students) can be a little ignorant,” Soto said. “When I tell
people that I’m on a full-ride scholarship … they’re in awe to see that,
because my parents make below the
poverty line. So seeing a Latino coming to a really prestigious university,
they’re shocked to see that.”
Soto thinks that it’s important for
diverse students to collaborate.
“To be honest, the cultural groups
on campus are very segregated,” Soto
said. “We need to see more working
together.”

A Diverse Perspective

Taylor Liggins
Sophomore Taylor Liggins
also talked about her identity as a
Black woman on Xavier’s campus.
Because she attended a mostly Black
elementary school and a mostly white
middle and high school, Liggins says she
sometimes struggles to fit into either the
black or white community at Xavier.
“I never completely felt that I fit in
with the Black community,” Liggins
said. “I think a lot of the times (people)
thought of me as, ‘oh she’s too white’ ...
But with white students, you’re still seen
as Black. So I’m never quite fitting in,”
Liggins said.
Liggins said that having the opportunity to talk with other black students is
necessary.
“Having those spaces to go and identify with the black community is important. Biologically, we’re all very similar,
but
culturally… we grew
up with different experiences
(than other
students).”

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

Liggins also believes that the small incidents
are important to address. Liggins once
had an older man spit on her and call her
the “N-word,” but what sticks with her
the most are the moments of casual or
subtle discrimination.
“Even something as simple as being
called your wrong name – it may, again,
seem trivial, but … it’s like you can’t separate us or differentiate us,” Liggins said.
“It’s those situations, it’s not an outright
‘I hate you,’ but … what do you think of
me, what do you think of my culture and
what do you think of my community?”

Chuma Nnawulezi

Senior Chuma
Nnawulezi is the
son of a Nigerian
father and a
Black
American
mother, and identifies with both Black
and African American communities.
Nnawulezi thinks it’s common for
people to identify closely with people with
whom they have the most in common, but
he struggles with this on Xavier’s campus.
“There are many spaces where I feel
isolated – isolated in my experience,” he
said.
Nnawulezi feels there are certain expectations assigned to him over which he has
no control. For example, he is expected to
be the “expert” on race issues in his classes. According
to Nnawulezi, this
sometimes happens in his
English classes.
“ W h e n
there’s a black
character in
the book…

some eyes start peering over to you like,
okay, so what do Black people think
about this?” Nnawulezi said. “Besides
being an expert in Black history, you’re
also a spokesman for Black people.”
Nnawulezi also thinks that the dangers of stereotyping emerge in small reactions from others.
“If I could count the amount of
times … where people have, one, assumed that I was on the basketball team,
or assumed that I was an athlete of
some sort, it would be more than a hundred times,” Nnawulezi said. According
to Nnawulezi, this makes him feel as
though there are not high expectations
for him academically.
Nnawulezi believes that Xavier could
do a better job of handling issues surrounding diversity, such as improving
minority student retention or improving
support services to those students.
“I do think the services are in place,
but I don’t think they’re being fully utilized to their capacity,” Nnawulezi said.

